
 
Our Vision Statement:  754 Primary School will maximise opportunities for its students to be resilient learners in an 
         ever changing world. 
The Values of 754 revolve around: Resilience, Responsibility and Respect. Our whole school approach of School Wide 
     Positive Behaviour Support, is the Framework to support these values.   
 

Week 1 Term 1   Principal’s Message   

 

I would like to welcome everyone back to school and to also provide a very special welcome to all 
new families. I feel absolutely privileged to be the new Principal of this amazing school and just 
walking around the school gives you a sense of historical significance and pride. I have been able 
to walk through the classrooms and see the students learning and putting in their best effort. I 
have been so impressed with the effort and commitment of all staff. They are truly invested in the 
school and all the students. I have been welcomed by so many parents and family members and I 
can’t wait to meet every one of you as we work together to provide the best possible learning  
experience for all students.  
 
We have acknowledged the hardships and challenges that many friends and family members have 
recently faced due to the bushfires. It’s been frightening and tiring, and for some, the wonders and 
joy of the summer holidays has passed without the usual adventures and time with family and 
friends. Please be reassured that we will support you all as you continue to face the ongoing  
challenges that the bushfires brought. I would like to acknowledge and thank the individual first 
responders in the fire service, police, SES, DELWP, and armed forces. What an amazing job they 
undertook and continue in fighting these bushfires and leading the recovery efforts. I would also 
like to acknowledge the thousands of people in our community who have helped, supported and 
donated to those affected by the bushfires. As a school, we offer a place of normality and comfort. 
A place where we can be amongst friends and share our experiences in a supportive environment.  
 
Leadership Positions  
I would to congratulate and announce that Ms Fiona Dobson will be the  
Acting Assistant Principal in 2020. Fiona will bring a wealth of knowledge and  
experience to this role. I would also like to congratulate Miss Sophie Johnston for  
being appointed the Learning Specialist for 2020. She will drive and support our 
school priorities in regards to improving student outcomes.  

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 
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Phone:  5152 4395 
Email:  bairnsdale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bairnsdale754ps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
BairnsdalePrimarySchool  
Office Hours 8.30am—4.00pm 

February 
 
Tue 4th: Canteen opens for 2020 
Thur 6th: Breakfast Club Begins today 
 
Thur 13th: Sw imming Sports Carnival 
Fri 14th: School Photo Day 
 
Wed 19th: World of Math Incursion 
Thur 20th: District Sw imming,  
School Council Meeting 6.00pm  
 
Thur 27th: Free Welcome BBQ 5.30pm 
Fri 28th: Author Leigh Hobbs (Old Tom) 
visiting our school.  
 
 
 

March 
Mon 2nd: Meals on Wheels (Mon - Fri) 
Fri 6th: Last Day Meals on Wheels 
 
Mon 9th: Public Holiday (No School) 
 
Mon 16th: Book Fair 16th - 20th  
Wed 18th: Grade 5 & 6 Sovereign Hill Camp 
Fri 20th: Grade 5&6 return from Sovereign 
Hill  
 
Thur 26th: Salvation Army Community 
Breakfast (Gold coin Donation),  
Parent Teacher Interviews 4.00pm - 8.00pm 
Last day school for Term 1 
Fri 27th: Parent Teacher Interviews  
8.30am - 12.30am 
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Author Leigh Hobbs: 
On Friday 28th February we are lucky enough to be having author Leigh Hobbs visit our school. 
Leigh has written many, many books and some of his more famous characters are Old Tom,  
Mr Chicken and Horrible Harriet. On page 10 we have attached an order form for those families that 
would like to order some of Leigh’s books and have them signed. You can also head on over to 
Schoolworks at 147 Macleod St, Bairnsdale to view many other titles from Leigh Hobbs.  
 
Breakfast Club:  
Once again we have the Salvation Army running a free Breakfast Club program at our school on 
Monday and Thursday mornings with the first being this Thursday 6th February. Breakfast club is 
held in the school hall from 8.15am to 8.45am and all that students need to bring are delightful 
manners. Donations of cereal or toast toppings (jam, honey, vegemite etc.) would be greatly  
appreciated.  
 
Canteen: 
Our school canteen has begun operating for 2020. The canteen opens from Tuesday to Friday each 
week and is open at first break for students to purchase snacks. Canteen menu’s were sent home 
last week with the eldest student from each family. Lunch orders can be written on plain paper bags 
or one can be provided for an extra 20c. If you need further information on how the canteen runs 
please feel free to contact the school.  
 
School Photo Day: 
School photos are taking place on Friday 14th February. If you would like siblings to have a photo 
together please call into the office to pick up a sibling photo pack. For our families that have 3 or 
more students at the school you only pay for the first two packs and your third pack is free. If you 
download the MSP photography app you can log into the app with your Compass details and order 
photos online. Once again if you require further information please call into the school office.  
 
754 Community Playgroup: 
Please see next weeks newsletter for information about when our playgroup will commence for 
2020. 
 
Physical Education: 
Our Physical Education program is up and running again for 2020 and your child’s PE class will be as 
follows - Grades 5 & 6 every Thursday, Grades 1 & 2 every Wednesday, Grades 34B & 34C every 
Wednesday and Grade 34A every Thursday. 
Grades 5 & 6 will also be participating in a Senior School Sport program every Friday from 2.15 pm  
We will be practicing and getting teams organized for interschool sports events such as athletics and 
winter sports etc. 
In order to allow your children to get the best out of our Phys Ed program it is important that  
students come to school prepared for physical activity on the day of their class. This means that all 
students require broad brimmed hats during terms one, two and four, a drink bottle with water so 
students can quickly have a drink. Students also need to be correctly attired in clothes that allow for 
them to run, jump, kick and throw etc. Normal school uniform is great for this but a problem can  
often occur with footwear that is not really conducive to running around. Obviously from time to 
time a student may be ill or carrying an injury which makes running around difficult and if this is the 
case then a simple note from home asking for them to be excused from Phys Ed activities is all that 
is required. 
Individual Trials for State sporting Selection  
We are on the lookout for any of our students who may be considered elite athletes in their chosen 
field. There will be trials held over the next couple of months to select students to represent Victoria 
in cricket, basketball, football, soccer and netball. There will also be opportunities to represent our 
school in tennis and golf. 
 

If your child would like to try out for any of these sports please contact me at school.  Students 
trialing for the Big 5 sports of cricket,  basketball, football, netball and soccer must be considered to 
be elite in their chosen sport and if chosen will need to be available on a regular basis for training in 
Melbourne as well as to travel interstate for the competitions.  Students will be expected to be able 
to make the commitment to be at all training sessions and to cover the cost of their own travel. 
 
SunSmart Policy: 
Just a little reminder to all parents that students must have a hat at 
school every day in Term 1, 2 and 4. Students will be asked to sit in an 
undercover area at break times if they do not have a hat at school.  

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 



Learning Club 2020: 
The Smith Family are asking for volunteers to assist with the Learning Club for 2020. If you can 
spare some time and would like to help please call Tess on mobile: 0468 510 309 
At this stage we are not sure when Learning Club will commence but we will send notes home once 
we hear further from the Smith Family. 
 

The first year of school, how to support your child: 
 

1. Find out about what your child is learning at school. By doing this, you can support your 
child’s learning and find out how your child is adjusting to school. 

2. If your child is having difficulty at school, talk to their teacher. Your child can also say what 
they think might help them. 

3. Keep talking to your child about school. Ask them about their new experiences, what they like 
and what they find hard. 

4. If your child goes to care before or after school, find a way of sharing your child’s school  

progress with the staff. 

5. Share feedback about your child’s experience of starting school with the school and early 
childhood service. 

6. Organise time for your child and their new friends to play together outside of school. 

7. Establish reading routines that suit your family and encourage your child to talk to you about 
their story. It is school expectation that Students read every night. 

8. Involve your child in list writing for shopping, to-do lists and any experience with writing  

you can. 

9. Play number hunt games, Snap or Go Fish to help encourage number recognition. 
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Student Awards 
 
 
 
Prep A:  
 
1/2 A: 
  
1/2 B:  
 
3/4 A:  
 
3/4 B: 
   
3/4 C:  
 
5/6 A:  
  
5/6 B:  
 
5/6 C:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canteen News 

 

Canteen Closed on Mondays 
 

Slushies are no longer sold at the canteen.  
 

Volunteers welcome from 9:30am to 10:50am  

If interested please see Dan at the canteen or leave your 
name and number with the office staff. 

Snacks are available from the canteen during 
first break, prices start at 50c 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

No Awards this week  
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