
Principal’s Message   

Week 3 
 

Congratulations to all the students that participated in the Swimming Carnival last week.  
It was great to see all the students trying their best and cheering on each other.  
Thank-you to all the parents and carers that came along to support and assist when  
required. We will have some 11 students moving on to the next level and we wish them all 
the best.  
 
The Swimming Carnival results were: 
 

House Champions 
1st - Bailey 227 points 
2nd - Matters 155 points 
3rd - Ketels 107 points 
4th - Radford 102 points 

School Champions - 100m Girls 
1st Penny Bowd 
2nd Milly Bayard 
3rd Caitlyn Jewitt 

School Champions - 100m Boys  
1st Izieaha Cook 
2nd Luke Bowd 
3rd Oscar Virtue 

 

We conducted our first School Council meeting this week and I encourage anyone that 
wants to join our team to contact the office for more information or to obtain a nomination 
form. The role of a school councillor is to support and to establish the broad direction and 
vision of the school within the school's community A well-informed and effective 
school council strengthens community confidence in the school and helps to 
build and secure the school’s reputation. 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

Phone: 5152 4395 
Email: bairnsdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: http://www.bairnsdale754ps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BairnsdalePrimarySchool  
 
Office Hours 8.30am—4.00pm 

February 
Mon 20th: District Swimming 
Wed 22nd: No Preps Today 
Swimming Lessons Year 1 & 2  
Thur 23rd: Swim Lessons Year 1 & 2 
Fri 24th: Lawn Bowls Yr 5/6 
Grade 3/4 Historical Society Visit 
 
Mon 27th: School Photo Day 
 
 
 
 
 

March 
Wed 1st: Prep students now attend every day 
Swim Lessons Year 1 & 2 
Thur 2nd: Swim Lessons Year 1 & 2 
 
Wed 8th: Swim Lessons Year 1 & 2 
Thur 9th: Last Swim Lessons for Year 1 & 2 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Friday 17th February 2023 

Simon Blake 
Principal 

 
Breakfast Club  

 Monday & Thursday Morning  

 
Canteen  

Tuesday to Friday                                         

 
Smalltalk Playgroup 

Tuesday Morning 9.30 - 11.30 

Hats are back  
in Term 1 
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Canteen: 
The school canteen is open from Tuesday - Friday during the school Term. Please see  
an updated menu that is located toward the end of the newsletter.  
 

Smalltalk Playgroup: 
Starting Tuesday 23rd August we will be hosting a Playgroup in the school  
hall from 9.30 - 11.30am The Playgroup will be run by 54 Reasons.  
Please see the flyer further down in the newsletter for details.  

 
SunSmart Policy: 
Please be reminded that as per our Sunsmart Policy all students must wear a SunSmart 
hat in Term 1 whilst outside at all times. Students without a hat will be required to stay in 
an undercover area. 
 
Student Free Day for Prep Students: 
Prep students for the month of February do not attend school on a Wednesday. This is deemed a 
testing day for all Prep students across Victoria. Your child's Teacher will make an appropriate time 
with you to meet with them.  
 
2022 Year Book: 
The 2022 Year Books are still available to purchase from the office for those families 
that forgot to place their order last year. Be Quick as there are a limited number  
remaining and once sold out we can not order extra. Yearbooks cost $15.00 each  
 
Swimming Lessons Year 1 & 2 Students: 
Swimming Lessons are continuing for our grade 1 and 2 students. Lessons 
will be twice a week for 4 weeks on Wednesday and Thursdays. Please  
remember to pack bathers, towels, and a spare pair of underwear for your 
child. Parents/Carers are welcome to attend.  
 
The times are as follows: 

1/2 P Mrs Percival & 1/2 S Miss Smith will have their lesson at 12:00noon 

1/2 V Mr Vague’ s class will start their lesson at 12:45pm 

 
CSEF - Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund: 
Next week all students will bring home a CSEF form for parents to complete. By completing the form 
families may be eligible to receive $125.00 per primary school aged child. This money sits in your 
school account and can be used towards any camp, sporting event or excursion. This money can  
also be used to pay the bus fare for swimming lessons. To be eligible to receive the CSEF you need 
to hold a valid Health Care Card / Pension Card. Applications close in April 2023 
 
School Start and Finish Times: 
  Just a reminder that school starts at 8.50am and finishes at 3.15pm If your child/children arrive 
late please have them sign in at the office before heading to class. If you need to collect your child 
early please come to the office to sign them out prior to going to the classroom.  
 
School Photo Day: 
School Photo’s will be taken on Monday 27th February. Envelopes were sent home 
with all students this week and the sibling order forms were sent home with the eldest 
student of the family. On Photo Day you can return the envelope with the correct  
payment inside or alternatively you can order and pay online via the link listed at the 
bottom of the photo envelope. Each student will be photographed on photo day and 
families can still order photos at a later date.  

 
 
Girtgan (School Assemblies):  
For all of our new families Girtgan is an Indigenous word that represents the  
gathering of many people. Girtgan (assembly) will be held every Friday morning from 
8.50am in the school hall. Parents are most welcome to attend.  
 
 

 
Drop Off / Pick Up: 
I would like to remind families that you can not use the Bus Zone in McCulloch Street  
as a drop off and pick up point for your children.  

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 
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Return By Times On Notes Etc: 
I am still finding that a large number of students are not retuning consent forms for excursions etc. 
to the school by the return by date. Returning these notes on the day of an excursion makes it  
extremely more difficult to leave on time for the activity and in lots of instances we are still having 
to call parents to gain consent on the day as they have not returned the note.  
Please be mindful of the organisation that happens in the background for us to make these events 
happen and understand that a return by date helps us make the event run smoother on the day 
which in turn helps reduce the anxiety of children who get worried they are going to miss out.  
 
Checking Bags for Notes: 
Just a quick reminder to please check your children's bags each day for notes etc. At the 
start of the year there are lots of extra notes and forms we send home that have a fast 
turn around time and these are often missed as children are more focussed on play and 
after school activities at the end of the day (my own included) than remembering to 
hand notes to parents/carers. 
 
Compass, School Facebook Page and Website: 
Our newsletter comes out on a fortnightly basis every second Friday. To keep up to date with things 
happening around the school you can view the newsletter in a number of places. Our main form of 
communication is through the Compass School Portal via an app for phones or browser for pc. We 
do post the newsletter to our Bairnsdale Primary School Facebook page and the latest version will 
also be on the school website. If you have forgotten your Compass login please call the office and I 
can help you over the phone to get reconnected. We also print a few newsletters that are available 
at the office after the newsletter has been published.   
 
Art News: 
Hi everyone,  
 
Welcome back to the Art room!  
 
This year Grade 3/4's art times are on Monday, grade 5/6 are 
Tuesday and P-2 (Prep from March) are Wednesdays. There is no 
need for art smocks this year - I have plenty in the art room that 
the students can use each week.  
 
This term in we are looking at the Elements of Art (making) which 
are line, texture, shape, space, form and colour and the Principles 
of Design, which are movement, rhythm, pattern, contrast,  
emphasis and unity. All classes have started the year creating  
Self-Portraits using different mediums and techniques.  
 
We will be working towards showcasing an Art show later in the 
year - so look out for more information during the year.  
Thank you! Jen Backman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Captains for 2023 

 
Congratulations to our four successfully 

elected School Captains for 2023 
 

Oscar Virtue, Hunter Axford, Tiieal Kennedy 
and Zailee Ramsay. 
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** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 1 
 

Prep H:    
 
Prep T:    
  
Prep W:  
  
12P:   
 
12S:   
 
12V:      No Awards Given Week 1 
 
34C:   
 
34H:  
 
34N:  
 
56A:   
 
56B:  
 
56C:   
 
56U:  
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** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 2 
 
 

Prep H:   Charlotte Giblett has had a fantastic start to Prep! She shows respectful listening during 
  learning time on the carpet and when the class is moving around the school. When we are 
  doing school work, she tries her best at each activity before asking for help. Well done 
  Charlotte, we are so proud of you! 

 
Prep T:   Ashton Lee: Well done on such a great start to your schooling at Bairnsdale Primary  
  School. You are working very hard to follow the expectations at school and always have a 
  smile on your face. Well done Ash, we are so proud of you! 
 
 Prep W: Declan Durston has had a fantastic start to his schooling. He is always responsible,  
  respectful and resilient. Declan has been a great friend and always helps his friends in the 
  classroom and outside. We are so proud of you Declan! 

  
12P:  Evie Cook for showing great responsibility. Evie has shown responsibility for her learning, 
  by choosing the best seat for herself on the floor. Evie has shown responsibility for our 
  classroom by making extra effort to clean up the floor, seeking out a brush and shovel 
  then using it to clean up. Evie has shown responsibility for her safety by listening  
  carefully and following instructions during the walk back from the swimming pool. Well 
  done Evie! Keep it up!  
 
12S:  Eden Benedetti has settled in well to Grade 1. She has shown responsibility this week 

  by always making sure her learning area is clean. She was also very responsible at the 

  pool during the school swimming sports. Great work Eden! 

  

12V: Jiminy Mullett stays on task when completing his work and always has something  
  interesting to add to class discussions.”  
 
34C:  Felix Virtue for being able to regulate himself when faced with a challenging situation.  
 
34H: Troy Cooper has had a fantastic beginning of year. He applies himself in his learning and 
  is respectful of others. During mat time he puts his hand up and participates. I am also 
  extremely impressed with Troy’s resilience. He has not only worked hard in class, but he 
  has also faced his fear and took part in the swimming carnival! Great work, Troy!    
 
34N: Lilly Webb for displaying outstanding responsibility. Lilly has clearly come prepared to 
  show everyone that she is more than ready for Grade 4 and the added responsibilities of 
  being a role model and mentor to others. Lilly was spotted several times offering a kind, 
  patient hand to her new Grade 3 classmates, without being asked and often when it was 
  needed the most. Thank you, Lilly! 
 
56A:  Zailee Ramsay it was fantastic to see you show kindness and tolerance in the classroom. 
  You invited someone to join in with a smile and shared pencils. When moving to new  
  tables, you speak to everyone and show respect by being friendly and welcoming. Your 
  actions help foster our positive environment in the classroom. 
 
56B: Hollie Lavery for showing Respect and Resilience during the first two weeks of school. 
  Well done on a great start to 2023. Keep up the great effort! 
 
56C:  Sophie Knight for the responsibility she takes for her learning. No matter what the task, 
  you can always find Sophie working carefully to produce her best work. She asks  
  questions and is keen to learn and improve. Well done Sophie! 

 
56U:  

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

**  Specialist Class - Star of the Week  ** 
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Week 1:  
 
  
Week 2:  
 

Mr O’Brien 

 
Week 1:  
 
Week 2: Gurman Brar for the respectful way she has been going about her 
S.T.E.M. learning. Gurman’s journal work is well presented and her behaviour during 
classes is very respectful. Keep up the great work Gurman. 
 

Mrs Padula 

 

Week 1:  
 
Week 2: Ahren Hudson for being responsible and focused during 
Art. It is really paying off - your self-portrait is looking amazing! 
Well done! 
 
 

Ms Backman 



 

 

Physical Education - P.E News 
 

Phys Ed Notes 
 
Our Phys Ed program is up and running again for 2023 and your child’s Phys Ed class will 
be as follows: 
 
• Grades 3 & 4 every Wednesday 

• Grades 5 & 6 and Prep T every Thursday 

• Grades Prep W, Prep H & Grades 1 & 2 every Friday 
 
In order to allow your children to get the most out of our Phys Ed program it is important 
that students come to school prepared for physical activity on the day of their Phys Ed 
class.  This means that all students require broad brimmed hats during terms one and 
four, a drink bottle so students can have a quick drink and join straight back in when they 
get thirsty. Students also need to be correctly attired in clothes that allow for them to run, 
jump, kick and throw etc. School uniform is great for this but a problem can often occur 
when students wear footwear that is not really conducive to running around.   
 
Obviously from time to time a student may be ill or carrying an injury which makes physical 
activity difficult and if this is the case then a simple signed note from home asking for them 
to be excused from Phys Ed activities is required. 
 
Individual Trials for State sporting Selection  
 
We are on the lookout for any of our students who may be considered elite athletes in their 
chosen field. There will be trials held over the next couple of months to select students to 
represent Victoria in cricket, basketball, football, soccer and netball.  There will also be  
opportunities to represent our school in tennis and golf. 
 
If your child would like to try out for any of these sports please contact me at school.   
Students trialing for the Big 5 sports of cricket,  basketball, football, netball and soccer 
must be considered to be elite in their chosen sport and if chosen will need to be available 
on a regular basis for training in Melbourne as well as to travel interstate for the  
competitions. Students will be expected to be able to make the commitment to be at all 
training sessions and to cover the cost of their own travel. 
 
The first levels of competition for Tennis and Golf are held locally and details for entering 
these are available by contacting me at school. 
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* Around our School *  
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GIRLS Only Come & Try Day for Soccer! 
 
Come on girls, bring a friend! 
Football Victoria representatives coming to Sale and three other venues across the Latrobe 
Valley Soccer League in Gippsland.  
 
Sign up using the link. 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLScZsDUC8dktLpSgCwbN35lQD6qYDrfj8bhpINQnlrtUvukilw/viewform 
 
Saturday February 18th 
Sale United Football Club 
Raglan St, Sale 
9.30am - 11am 
Free BBQ to finish. 
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www.saverplus.org.au  
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