
Principal’s Message   

Week 5 
 
As we hit the halfway mark of the Term, it is clearly evident that the students are settled and  
putting in their best effort at school.  
 
Throughout the week, I met with the classroom teachers and the ES staff from the 1/2 and 3/4 
classes. The consistent message from the staff was that they all have high expectations for all the 
students. The staff have set aspirational goals for their class and have developed clear actions 
plans to implement for the remainder of the year. I am looking forward to meeting with the  
Prep staff, Specialists and the 5/6 team next week as we aim to deliver the best possible learning 
opportunities for our students.  
 
I would like to congratulate the students that represented our school at the District Swimming  
Carnival. A lot of the students received ribbons on the day and I would like to give a special  
mention to Luke Bowd who qualified for the Division Swimming Carnival.  

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

Phone: 5152 4395 
Email: bairnsdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: http://www.bairnsdale754ps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BairnsdalePrimarySchool  
 
Office Hours 8.30am—4.00pm 

March 
Wed 8th: Swim Lessons Year 1 & 2 
Thur 9th: Last Swim Lessons for Year 1 & 2 
Year 3/4 students Keeping Place 
Fri 10th: STUDENT FREE DAY  

Staff Professional Development 
 

Mon 13th: Public Holiday (Labour Day) 
No School  

Tue14th: Book Fair Week 
Wed 15th: Naplan Begins Yr 3 & YR 5 
 
 
 

March  
Tue 21st: Harmony Day 
Thur 23rd: Pink Day - Gold Coin Donation 
 
Mon 27th: Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews 
Tue 28th: Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews 
Wed 29th: Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews 
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Breakfast Club  

 Monday & Thursday Morning  

 
Canteen  

Tuesday to Friday                                         

 
Smalltalk Playgroup 

Tuesday Morning 9.30 - 11.30 

Hats are back  
for Term 1 



 

Smalltalk Playgroup: 
Starting Tuesday 23rd August we will be hosting a Playgroup in the school  
hall from 9.30 - 11.30am The Playgroup will be run by 54 Reasons.  
Please see the flyer further down in the newsletter for details.  

 
SunSmart Policy: 
Please be reminded that as per our Sunsmart Policy all students must wear a SunSmart 
hat in Term 1 whilst outside at all times. Students without a hat will be required to stay in 
an undercover area. 

 
Student Free Day: 
There will be a student free day on Friday 10th March as all staff will be attending a  
Professional Development Day.  
 
 

Swimming Lessons Year 1 & 2 Students: 
On Wednesday 8th students need to bring a pair of pyjamas for a survival lesson. Notes were sent 
home with students today with further information. The last swimming lesson for our Year 1 & 2 
Students will take place on Thursday 9th March. 
 
School Start and Finish Times: 
  Our school day begins at 8.50am and finishes at 3.15pm We understand that sometimes school time 
appointments are unavoidable but ask that these be kept to a minimum.  
 
We require all students who arrive late to school to sign in at the office before going to the  
classroom. If you need to collect your child for an appointment please come to the office and we will 
call the classroom to send your child across. Please do not go directly to the classroom as we need 
to sign students out via Compass before they leave the school grounds. It is our Duty of Care to 
know the whereabouts of a student at all times.  
 
Girtgan (School Assemblies):  
For all of our new families Girtgan is an Indigenous word that represents the  
gathering of many people. Girtgan (assembly) will be held every Friday morning from 
8.50am in the school hall. Parents are most welcome to attend.  
 
School Crossing: 

We have had a number of concerned members from the community call the school 
informing us that not all parents and students are using the School Crossing in  
Nicholson Street when arriving or leaving the school grounds. We ask that all  
parents and students please use the School Crossing as road safety is highly  
important and young children learn by following our example.  
 

Thank you to those parents and students who religiously use the School Crossings around our school 
as it does not go unnoticed.  
 
Pink Day: 
Thursday 23rd March will be a Pink Day here at school. All students can either wear pink for the  
day or their regular school uniform. For all students who wear Pink we are asking for a gold coin  
donation to raise money for Nicki Pollard one of our staff members, who is shaving her head to raise 
money for Breast Cancer. Please see page 8 of the newsletter for further information.   
 
Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews: 
Parent / Teacher interviews will take place on Monday 27th, Tuesday 28th & 
Wednesday 29th March between 3.30pm - 4.30pm. Bookings will open through 
the Compass portal on Tuesday 14th March. Interviews will take place over the 
phone with the teachers calling you at your booked time. If you are having  
trouble accessing Compass please call the office for us to reset your password.  
 
Newsletter: 
The School Newsletter will continue to be distributed fortnightly via the school Compass platform, 
the School Website and our Facebook page. A hard copy is no longer being sent home families but 
there will be some copies at the front office for anyone who wishes to access a hard copy.  
 
Labour Day Public Holiday: 
Monday 13th March is the Labour Day public holiday. There will be no school for students.  
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There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

A book of  raffle tickets were sent 

home with each  student today. 

There are 20 tickets per book. 
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** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 3 
 
 

Prep H: Layla Balmer has had a fantastic week! She worked hard to complete all of her tasks 
and has tried her best to stay focused. Layla shows respect by actively listening on the carpet. We 
are so proud of you Layla, keep up the great work!  
 
    
Prep T: Emily Schlitz you have had a fantastic start to school at Bairnsdale Primary School.  
You always work hard to display Responsibility and follow all the expectations at school. We are 
very proud of you Emily, keep up the amazing work! 
 

  
Prep W: Grace Irvine has had a wonderful few weeks at school. Grace is always kind and caring 
to everyone around her. She has been working hard and doing her best in everything that she does! 
Keep up the amazing work Grace, we are so proud of you! 
 

  
12P:  Ruby Reilly for showing great resilience. Ruby has shown reliance when the whole class 
did something new. Even when it felt difficult for Ruby she sought help, gave it a go, and discovered 
she enjoyed it! Well done for not giving up Ruby! Keep it up! 
 
  
12S:  Felix Wharton for showing great resilience during swimming lessons this week. Felix was 
able to bounce back quickly when he lost his ‘paper man’ at the pool. Great work Felix.  
 

  
12V: Jiminy Mullet who always stays on task when completing his work and always has  
something interesting to add to class discussions.  
 
 
34C:  Felix Virtue for being able to regulate himself when faced with a challenging situation. 
 
 
34H: Alyvia Owen has had a good beginning of year. During week 3, she tried hard to be  
successful in her work and to show that she is able to apply herself in a given task. Keep up the 
great work, Alyvia!  
 

  
34N:  
 
 
56A: Jesse Jansen You have had a fantastic start to 2023! You show responsibility for your 
learning by asking for feedback and completing every task to the best of your ability! AWESOME! 
 
 
56B: Fatema Fatfat for showing Responsibility around the school and putting her best effort 
into her work in the classroom. Well done on a great start to 2023. 
 
  
56C:  Darren Pott for always having a go and trying his best in class. Dj puts 100% effort in 
every work task and accepts teacher feedback. Well done Dj! 
   
 
56U: Pheobe Fields for taking risks with her learning and always giving things a go. 
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** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 4 
 
 

Prep H:   Cleaver Blandford What a start to Prep you’ve had Cleaver! You are always ready to 
learn and have shown a wonderful interest in learning about sounds in words. You have been work-
ing hard on putting your hand up to ask a question or to make a comment. Well done Cleaver, we 
are so proud of you! 
 
 
Prep T:   Xander Bell Weeks well done on a great start to your schooling at Bairnsdale Primary 
School.  You are working very hard to make green choices and continually use your manners. Well 
done Xander, we are so proud of you! 
 
 
Prep W: Maria Fatfat has had a great start to her schooling. She is always trying her best in  
everything she does as well as making lots of green choices every day. Well done, Maria, we are so 
proud of you! 
 
  
12P:   
 
 
12S:  Audrey Percival consistently shows respect in the classroom. She raises her hand when 

she wants to speak, waits for others to finish talking before she begins and constantly demonstrates 

good listening skills. Great work Audrey. 

  

 

12V: Lachlan Singer has been listening respectfully while other students share with the class. 
He has also been able to stay focused during learning tasks. Well done, Lachlan  
 
 
34C:   
 
 
34H: Max Singer is not only respectful towards children and adults, he is also cares about our 
school property and resources. He always uses his manners, and listens politely to others. Max is 
always one of the first pupils to offer his help in tidying up the classroom. Thank you, Max. You are 
amazing!  
 
 
34N: Chloe Knight for her respectful attitude towards others and herself. Chloe shows her  
respect for others in the careful way she listens to their ideas and opinions. She also makes sure to 
respect herself by staying positive and resilient if she makes a whoopsie in her learning (it happens 
to everyone, after all!). Thanks, Chloe, and keep it up. You're doing a fabulous job!! 
 
 
56A:  Izieaha Cook this year, you have come back as helpful as ever. You strive to do the 
right thing and encourage others. Also you are better at regulating your emotions and can bounce 
back and continue your work. EXCELLENT!! 
 
 
56B:  
 
 
56C:  Jack Smith for the respect he shows to everyone in 5/6C. Jack always listens to  
instructions and uses fantastic manners and he also shows care and concern for those around him. 
Well done Jack!  
  
 
56U: Fred Bowerman for his application to his learning, giving everything a red hot go and 
striving to do his best. 



 

  

**  Specialist Class - Star of the Week  ** 
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Week 3: Teacher Absent 
 
  
Week 4: Teacher Absent 
 

Mr O’Brien 

 
Week 3: Rose Murphy for her resilience during STEM Digital Technology lessons. Rose 
showed resilience and patience while working on her LEGO coding project by persisting 
with it when it needed multiple re-builds. Well done Rose for not letting the setbacks stop 
you from trying to solve the problems. 
 

Week 4: Maria Fatfat has been a great example of a RESPECTFUL student. She always 
listens respectfully to the teacher, the support staff, and her classmates. Maria is also very 
helpful when working with others. Keep up the great S.T.E.M. work Maria. 
 

Mrs Padula 

 

Week 3: Zekhariah Egan for doing an excellent job listening and 
applying line and colour to his art pieces - they look amazing! Well 
done!   
 
Week 4: Charlie Paterson for always being resilient in art! You 
have worked really hard on your plant art piece - it is looking 
amazing! 
 

Ms Backman 
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www.saverplus.org.au  
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