
Principal’s Message   

 
Week 7 

 
 

This week we have seen the commencement of NAPLAN for 
some students in Year 3 and 5. They have all completed their 
Writing and Reading tests and this process will continue next 
week with Spelling and Maths tests to be undertaken. All we 
ever ask is that the students try their best!  
 

 
 
The School Council is fast approaching (Thursday 23rd March) and we are still 
requiring parents/carers to join. If you are interested or have any questions 
then please don’t hesitate to come and see me.  
 
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to walk through the classrooms this week and see all the 
amazing work that the students are completing. We are only in Week 7 and it is so evident 
that the students are already progressing with their learning. The growth in the Prep  
building is extremely evident with all students understanding the routines and expectations 
of the school.  
 

 
Please ensure that you keep a lookout for the upcoming Parent/Teacher  
interviews as this will be a great opportunity to discuss your child’s academic 
progress.  

 
 

 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

Phone: 5152 4395 
Email: bairnsdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: http://www.bairnsdale754ps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BairnsdalePrimarySchool  
 
Office Hours 8.30am—4.00pm 

March  
Mon 20th: Book Fair Continues 
Tue 21st: Harmony Day  
Wed 22nd: Last Book Fair Day 
Thur 23rd: Pink Day - Gold Coin Donation 
 
Mon 27th: Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews 
Last Naplan Day 
Tue 28th: Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews 
Wed 29th: Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews 
Thur 30th: Sailing Year 6 Students 
Fri 31st: Sailing Year 6 Students 
 
 

April 
Thur 6th: Last Day Term 1 - Finish Time 2.15pm 

  
  
 
And 
 
 
 

  
Mon 24th: Student Free Day 
Tue 25th: ANZAC Day 
Wed 26th: Term 2 Commences for students 

NEWSLETTER 
Friday 17th March 2023 

Simon Blake 
Principal 

 
Breakfast Club  

 Monday & Thursday Morning  

 
Canteen  

Tuesday to Friday                                         

 
Smalltalk Playgroup 

Tuesday Morning 9.30 - 11.30 

mailto:bairnsdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bairnsdale754ps.vic.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/BairnsdalePrimarySchool


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smoking Ceremony Friday 24th March: 
On Friday 24th we will be holding a special Smoking Ceremony in conjunction with Girtgan. The 

Smoking Ceremony will be conducted by our local Koorie Engagement and Support Officers (KESO’s) 
that work within the Education Department. After the Smoking Ceremony the KESO’s will go on to 

explain why Smoking Ceremonies are performed and their importance within the Indigenous  
Communities. We would like to invite all Parents and Carers to attend this special event.   

 
East Gippsland Division Tennis Competition 
Our Primary School’s Division Tennis Competition will be held at the Bairnsdale tennis club on  
Tuesday 28th March.  We are looking for any of our students from grade five and six who would like 
to enter this competition. Competitor must be competent tennis players who are able to sustain a 
rally and score their own matches. The top four players in the girls and boys category will qualify for 
the Region Tennis Championships which will be held at Traralgon at a later date. If any students 
would like to have a go please talk to us at school to obtain an entry form which must be filled in 
and returned to school by next Friday 24th March. 
 
School Start and Finish Times: 
  Our school day begins at 8.50am and finishes at 3.15pm We understand that sometimes school time 
appointments are unavoidable but ask that these be kept to a minimum.  
 
We require all students who arrive late to school to sign in at the office before going to the  
classroom. If you need to collect your child for an appointment please come to the office and we will 
call the classroom to send your child across. Please do not go directly to the classroom as we need 
to sign students out via Compass before they leave the school grounds.  
 
Pink Day In Support of Breast Cancer: 
Thursday 23rd March will be a Pink Day here at school. All students can either wear pink for the  
day or their regular school uniform. For all students who wear Pink we are asking for a gold coin  
donation to raise money for Nicki Pollard one of our staff members, who is shaving her head to raise 
money for Breast Cancer. Please see page 8 of the newsletter for further information.   
 
Parent/Teacher Phone Interviews: 
Parent / Teacher interviews will take place on Monday 27th, Tuesday 28th & 
Wednesday 29th March between 3.30pm - 4.30pm. Bookings will open through 
the Compass portal on Tuesday 14th March. Interviews will take place over the 
phone with the teachers calling you at your booked time. If you are having  
trouble accessing Compass please call the office for us to reset your password.  

 
 
Book Fair 
Our Scholastic Book Fair will run until Wednesday 22nd March for those  
parents/carers still wishing to purchase books for their children. Book Fair  
is located in the STEM room and is open from 8.30am - 8.45am and again  
in the afternoon from 3.20pm - 4.00pm. Eftpos is available and books can be 
taken home at time of purchase.  

 
Easter Raffle: 
Our Easter raffle will be drawn at school on Wednesday 5th April. All winners or their 
parents/carers will receive a phone call after the draw. Please make sure all tickets 
and donations are at the school by Monday 3rd April. Good Luck  
 
 

 
 
School Dental Visit: 
All students were sent home with a School Dental Initiative request form yesterday. 
These need to be returned no later than Monday 27th March. The dental visit will 
take place during Term 2 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

mailto:stm.michelleg@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

A book of  raffle tickets were sent 

home with each  student today. 

There are 20 tickets per book. 



 

 

Recount Writing from some of our  
 

2023 
 

Prep Students 

 
 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 



 There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 5 
 
 

Prep H: Parker Wright has shown such growth in his understanding of the school values;  
  Respect and Responsibility. He is empathetic and very kind towards other students. He 
  goes out of his way to make sure our classroom is clean and tidy and ensures that other 
  people are okay during the day. We are so proud of you Parker, keep up the great work! 
 
Prep T: Sabella Cray well done on an amazing start to your schooling at Bairnsdale Primary  
  School. You display RESPONSIBILITY for your learning by listening to instructions,  
  following the expectations and always trying your best. Well done Sabella!!  
 
Prep W: Jordy Gibbs has had a fantastic week this week and has been very resilient out in the 
  yard. Jordy tries his best in everything he does. Keep up the awesome work Jordy, we are 
  very proud of you!  
  
12P:  Beau Turner has shown responsibility for his own learning this week. He has made good 
  decisions when choosing the best spot for his learning on the floor. His listening during 
  teaching time has really improved. During writing Beau also did a fantastic job remaining 
  on task, he followed instructions immediately and wrote six sentences that included his 
  focus words. Well done for being responsible for your own learning Beau!   
 
12S:  Ava Youngman for being responsible while sitting on the floor during mini lessons. Ava 
  has worked hard this week to try and concentrate on what is being taught during mini 
  lesson time. This has helped her better understand the tasks she needed to complete,  
  allowing her to work more independently. Well done Ava.  
 
12V: Abby Smart When it was tub tidy time this week Abby didn't have much to tidy up  
  because her tub was already clean. Abby also takes responsibility for her computer and 
  headphones. Well done Abby! 
 
 
34C:  Ben Newcomen for taking charge of his learning and keeping his work area neat and  
  tidy.  
   
 
34H: Mia Al-Shemkhawi has been a great role model to the class. She always puts her hand 
  up during mat time. She is responsible for her learning, and she completes her tasks to 
  the best of her abilities. I am SO impressed! Keep up the great work, Mia.  
 
 
34N: Natalie Percival for Showing Great Resilience Natalie, we are so proud of the way that 
  you are role modelling how to stay resilient when learning tricky things! You were  
  spotted by Jasmine this week, showing others how to seek out help when you feel stuck 
  or unsure. Thanks, Nat, and well done, superstar!   
 
56A:  
 
 
56B: Tim Pham for showing a great attitude and improved effort in class. Tim has also shown 
  this improvement in all 3 of the school values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience. 
  Keep up the great work Tim! 
 
 
56C:  Caitlyn Jewitt for showing responsibility for her learning. Caitlyn has asked questions 
  about her learning many times and always tries to fully understand what we are learning. 
  Well done Caitlyn!  
  
 
56U: Grace Gibbs for her consistent, responsible approach to her learning. She has  
  demonstrated positive leadership skills at times and been brave with sharing her work 
  with her peers.  



 There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 6 
 
 

Prep H:   Kasey Thorpe has been working hard to be respectful when sitting on the carpet and  
  listening to instructions. He always tries his best in every task and asks for help when he 
  needs it. We are so proud of you Kasey! Keep up the fantastic work and you’ll continue to 
  grow! 
 
Prep T:    
 
Prep W: Hazel Morgan has had a fantastic week! She has been making lots of green choices and 
  has been trying her best in every activity. Well done, Hazel, we are so proud of you! 

  
 
12P:  Ava Jenkin for showing great resilience. Ava showed great reliance during SoundWaves. 
  When asked to say which letters made the ‘ch’ sound Ava didn’t give up, even when it felt 
  hard she never stopped trying. We are so proud of how resilient you have become Ava! 
  Keep it up! 
 
 
12S:  Issy Moncrieff for demonstrating great resilience this past week. Issy has had a couple 
  of accidents while riding her scooter this week and has been able to bounce back quickly! 
  She also showed resilience while taking part in the 1/2 swimming lessons, developing  
  confidence within herself. She took on challenges the instructor gave her and always tried 
  her best. Great effort Issy.   
 

 

12V: Ruby Button has shown resilience in her learning by having a go at writing new words 
  and creating multiple sentences without worrying about spelling. She also thinks about 
  what she needs to do to improve in her learning to reach the next level. 
 
 
34C:  Azarliah Cullinan for always showing respect and modelling excellent behaviour to her 
  classmates.  
 
 
34H: Heidi Turner is a very dedicated student. She loves learning and is keen to achieve.  
  Heidi loves challenges and tries her best in every task, especially writing. I am impressed 
  with her resilience. Keep up the great work.    
 
 
34N: Lucas Challman-Hughes for demonstrating the value of Respect Lucas always takes 
  great care to look after others. He has been challenging himself to do small acts of  
  kindness and respect, such as opening the door for people, letting others have a go first 
  and offering a helping hand. Thank you, Lucas. Your 3/N classmates and teachers really 
  appreciate you!  
 
56A:   
 
 
56B: Logan Townsend for showing Resilience and Respect in the class and the yard. He puts 
  great effort into his work and should be proud of his achievements. Well done Logan! 
 
 
56C:  Yasmin Nguyen for the resilience she shows in the classroom. Yasmin always tries her 
  best and has a go at all work tasks. Well done Yasmin.  
  
 
56U: Bailey Karis for making concerted efforts to try his best in the classroom, follow  
  instructions and being responsible with his actions.  



 

  

**  Specialist Class - Star of the Week  ** 
 

 
 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

 
Week 5: Milla Baron for remembering the content of last week’s Phys Ed 
class and being able to answer questions about it this week. 
 
Week 6: Tobias Woodcock for always remembering to watch and listen 
closely to instructions in our Phys Ed classes. 
 

Mr O’Brien 

 
Week 5: Josiah Ritchie Well done Josiah for always being responsible during S.T.E.M. 
classes. Josiah finishes his journal and practical work and then offers to help with  
classroom jobs. Thank you, Josiah you are a great example for your classmates to follow. 
 

Week 6: Isabella Pratt you have shown excellent respect towards your S.T.E.M.  
teammates during our LEGO play coding project, especially when there were differences of 
opinion. You found a way to problem solve constructively and get on with the task. I am 
proud of you and you should be very proud of yourself. 
 

Mrs Padula 

 

Week 5: Parker Wright for always being responsible during Art 
and doing a fantastic job listening, and remembering everything 
about texture. Well done Parker! 
 
Week 6: Hunter Axford for always being respectful during Art 
and for taking pride and care in his work. Your plant painting is 
absolutely amazing!!   
 

Ms Backman 
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    There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 


