
Principal’s Message   
 

Week 9 

 
We are at the pointy end of term and I am sure that everyone is looking forward to the upcoming 
long weekend or holidays. Thank you to all the parents and carers that took the opportunity to  
participate in the recent parent/teacher interviews. As I mentioned in the last newsletter, it is a 
great opportunity to make stronger connections with the school and to also gain a deeper  
understanding of how your child is progressing.  
 
Last week, we held the School Council AGM and I would like to welcome new 
members; Stephanie Gascoigne, Paul Woodcock and Anngela Bell. I would also 
like to thank Dave Townsend for his contribution over the past years that he has 
made to school council as he steps away from this role. I would like to  
congratulate our new incoming President, Sarah Finch. I know that she will do a 
fantastic job in this role. Tanya Dalley has stepped away from her role as  
President and I would also like to acknowledge the amazing support that she 
has provided to the school and myself over the past 3 years. Tanya will continue 
to be on School Council and is taking on the role as Vice President.  
 
As a school, we pride ourselves as being a place that represents our community and we are proud 
of our efforts to welcoming everyone. Our connections with the local Aboriginal community is 
something that we see as vital and important. At 754, we acknowledge difference and diversity. 
We will oppose and challenge discrimination of any type. Our school recognises and values  
everyone, no matter where they come from, what they look like and what their beliefs are. To  
support these sentiments, we had the absolute privilege of having a Smoking Ceremony conducted 
at our school last Friday. The students were totally engaged throughout the whole morning as they 
listened to the stories and the music from the didgeridoo. Please see the attachment that explains 
this ceremony and take the time to talk to your children about what that meant to them.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

Phone: 5152 4395 
Email: bairnsdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Website: http://www.bairnsdale754ps.vic.edu.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BairnsdalePrimarySchool  
 
Office Hours 8.30am—4.00pm 

April 
Thur 6th: Last Day Term 1 - Finish Time 2.15pm 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Happy School Holidays  
 

APRIL 
Mon 24th: Student Free Day 
Tue 25th: ANZAC Day 
Wed 26th: Term 2 Commences for students 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Friday 31st March 2023 

Simon Blake 
Principal 

 
Breakfast Club  

 Monday & Thursday Morning  

 
Canteen  

Tuesday to Friday                                         

 
Smalltalk Playgroup 

Tuesday Morning 9.30 - 11.30 

mailto:bairnsdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bairnsdale754ps.vic.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/BairnsdalePrimarySchool


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 



 

School Start and Finish Times: 
  Our school day begins at 8.50am and finishes at 3.15pm We understand that sometimes school time 
appointments are unavoidable but ask that these be kept to a minimum.  
 
We require all students who arrive late to school to sign in at the office before going to the  
classroom. If you need to collect your child for an appointment please come to the office and we will 
call the classroom to send your child across. Please do not go directly to the classroom as we need 
to sign students out via Compass before they leave the school grounds.  
 
 
Easter Raffle: 
Our Easter raffle will be drawn at school on Wednesday 5th April. All winners or their 
parents/carers will receive a phone call after the draw. Please make sure all tickets 
and donations are at the school by Monday 3rd April.  
 

 
Smalltalk Playgroup: 
Starting Tuesday 23rd August we will be hosting a Playgroup in the school  
hall from 9.30 - 11.30am The Playgroup will be run by 54 Reasons.  
Please see the flyer further down in the newsletter for details.  
 

PE News: 
754 Whole School Cross Country Run:  
Just a bit of forewarning. Our school Cross Country event will this year be held at the Bairnsdale City 
Oval on Friday 5th May.  Students from all levels of our school will be running in events held over a 
distance to suit their age levels. Successful competitors from the 9/10 year age groups up to 12/13 
years will qualify to proceed to the Division Cross Country which will be held at the Nagle College 
track on Monday 15th May. We don’t really have the time to fit in cross country training during our 
Phys Ed classes at school but encourage our students to do a bit of preparation of their own over the 
next few weeks and the holidays if they wish. 
 
End of Term 1: 
The last day of Term 1 is Thursday 6th of April. School will finish at 2:15pm Enjoy the holidays.  
 
Term 2 Starts: 
Term 2 starts for students on Wednesday 26th April.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 
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Harmony Day Snapshot 
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 There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 7 
 
 

Prep H: Marion Wilson is a respectful and responsible class member. She always tries her best 
  in every task and has another go if she gets stuck. She is also kind and considerate.  
  We are so proud of you Marion, keep up the great work!  
 
Prep T: Roczen Reilly well done on an incredible start to your schooling at Bairnsdale Primary 
  School. You try your best every day and when challenges arise in your learning you never 
  give up. Thank you for displaying RESILIENCE Roczen. Keep up the amazing work, we are 
  so proud of you!  
 
  Alexander Drouggas what a start to Prep you have had Alex! You are always ready to 
  learn and you try your best every day. You show RESPECT by actively listening to  
  everyone and using your manners. Keep up the amazing work, we are so proud of you! 
 
Prep W: Harrison Pratt has had an excellent start to his schooling. Harrison is always trying his 
  best and being responsible for his learning. Keep up the fantastic work Harrison, we are 
  so proud of you! 

  
12P:  Lexi Curtis for showing great respect. Lexi respectfully listens to her classmates and  
  teacher during learning time. Well done, Lexi, this is showing respect to both the teachers 
  and the students in class. It is also great for your learning! Keep it up!  
 
12S:  Alexis Heaslip-Edwards has demonstrated our school value of respect by sitting on the 
  floor and listening to others, not calling out or talking when other students are talking and 
  waiting for her turn to speak. Well done Alexis keep up the good work.  
 
 

12V: Frankie Benedetti has been able to show responsibility by remaining on task and  
  giving his best effort during learning time. Because of this he has already shown a big  
  improvement in writing.  
  
34C:  
  
    
34H: Karla Miller during NAPLAN, Karla tried her hardest to complete every single task. She 
  did not give up when the questions became harder. Well done, Karla. You are an amazing 
  learner!  
 
34N: Masen Neate for responsibility. Jasmine and I have both noticed that Masen has been 
  showing more and more responsibility towards his learning lately. By listening carefully to 
  instructions, asking for help if he needs it and staying focused, Masen's learning has been 
  outstanding this week! Well done, Masen. We are so proud of you! 
  
56A: Dustin Cray you take every ’chop and change’ with a smile and enthusiasm. The  
  transitions to and from tutoring and classroom are always a smooth one. This week  
  especially, you show respect and understanding through challenges such as    
  NAPLAN,  catch-up tests and missing ART and Science. WELL DONE!  
 
56B: Archie Maki- Small for the respect he shows to everyone in 5/6B. Archie always listens 
  to instructions and shows respect for his and other people’s property. Well done Archie! 
 
56C:  Phoenix Veitch for the respect he shows to everyone in 5/6C. Phoenix always uses  
  manners and listens to instructions. He is always organized for his learning tasks and  
  ready to learn. Well done Phoenix! 
 
56U: Maddy Dagge for her responsible approach to her learning, thinking  of others and care 
  for our classroom. Great job Maddy!   



 There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

** Student of the Week Awards ** 
 

Week 8 
 
 

Prep H:   Finn Nash is a respectful and kind class member. He always starts his work straight  
  away and has developed well in his ability to take his time when writing, drawing and  
  colouring. We are so proud of you Finn, keep up the fantastic work! 

 
Prep T:   Cherish Ward-Wandin well done on a great start to Prep at Bairnsdale Primary School. 
  You are working very hard to make green choices and continually use your manners.  
  Cherish, you are showing RESPONSIBILITY for your learning by trying your best even  
  when the task is challenging. Well done Cherish, we are so proud of you! 

 
Prep W: Ivy Whiteley has settled into school very well. She is always kind to everyone around 
  her. Ivy has been trying her best to be responsible for her learning and her belongings. 
  Keep up the awesome work Ivy, we are so proud of you! 
 
12P:  Emily Tran for showing great responsibility. For taking responsibility for her own  
  learning. Emily consistently ignores the distractions around her. She takes responsibility 
  for her own learning by remaining focused on her work. We'll done Emily, we are proud of 
  you! Keep it up! 
 
12S:  Nate Hayes has been very responsible for his learning this week. He has been trying to 
  contribute to mini lesson discussion and has been working hard to get his learning tasks 
  completed in the set time frame. Nate has been producing work to a good standard.  
  Great effort Nate. Keep it up!  
 
12V: Halle Chippindall is a helpful, kind and caring member of 12V. She has a positive  
  attitude that helps her improve in her learning and makes her a nice person to be around. 
  Keep being awesome Halle!  
 
34C:   
 
 
34H: Sophia Rees has been working extremely hard this term. Her perseverance is  
  remarkable. She always wants to challenge herself and asks for more work. Sophia is an 
  amazing learner! Well done!!!  
 
34N: Jayden Bristow for respect. Jayden has the most wonderful manners! He is always uses 
  them to show others how much he appreciates them and what they do. Thank you,  
  Jayden, for showing such outstanding respect for others! 
 
56A: Evelyn Bates you are calm and collected. You quietly work, try everything and listen to 
  feedback and so this week you have been rewarded with success!! In maths you can now 
  do double digit multiplication! Keep up the ‘can do’ attitude! 
   

  Penny Bowd It is great to see you come out of your shell. You are always a polite and 
  honest member of our grade. Contributing to our positive classroom culture- THANKS for 
  always smiling and showing enthusiasm towards learning.  
  
56B: Rose Murphy for showing Respect and Resilience in class and the yard. Rose is a bright 
  and friendly student who has a positive attitude to her work and warm smile for those 
  around her. Well done Rose. 
 
56C:  Ahmad Fatfat for the responsibility he shows in the classroom. Ahmad always makes 
  positive choices and makes sure he is ready to learn. Well done Ahmad. 
 
56U: Jax Balmer for his concerted efforts in Mathematics, making significant gains with his  
  understanding of Number & Place Value. Great effort Jax! 
 



 

  

**  Specialist Class - Star of the Week  ** 
 

 
 

There is never an occasion when violence is an acceptable behaviour. 

 
Week 7: Araleah Lawrence for always being focused in our Phys Ed 
classes. 
 
Week 8: Niyoka Hood-Dow for having a great attitude and always  
having a go in our Phys Ed classes. 
 

Mr O’Brien 

 
Week 7: Declan Durston congratulations Declan for taking your S.T.E.M. responsibilities 
seriously. You are doing great work in S.T.E.M. classes and setting a fantastic example, of 
being responsible, for your classmates to follow. 
  
Week 8: Dustin Beeby congratulations Dustin for showing all the school values. You were 
a respectful listener during S.T.E.M. instruction and responsible when doing the set work. 
Finally, you showed resilience when things didn’t go your way. You showed you can re-focus 
and keep trying and you should be proud of yourself for this. Keep up the great work 
Dustin. 
 

Mrs Padula 

 

Week 7: Cooper Greenwood for always being resilient during  
Art and doing an amazing job creating his Texture Monster - it looks 
fantastic!  
 
Week 8: Maxynne Nicholas for always being responsible and en-
thusiastic during our Art sessions.  The time and effort that you put 
into your plant painting and Harmony Day Self-Portrait is amazing 
and it shows in your final pieces. 
 

Ms Backman 
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